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(54) Ultrasonic handpiece. 

(57) An ultrasonic handpiece incorporating a 
transducer of the magnetostrictive type in 
which a stack of laminations (20) is divided into 
two groups and at least one liquid supply tube 
(26) extends at least part way along the length 
of the lamination in the space (22) between the 
two groups. A further tube (28) supplies irri- 
gation liquid to the interior of the handpiece 
from which it passes through a sleeve (104) 
embracing the handpiece tip. An elastomeric 
sleeve (90) embraces part of handpiece body to 
prevent cavitation in the irrigation liquid and 
consequent loss of power. The end of the tip 
(40) is hollow and belled (44) to direct ultrasonic 
energy radiated from the internal wall of the 
hollow end at material against which the tip is 
placed. 
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Various types of ultrasonic handpieces are used 
for surgical application, for example, ophthalmologic 
cal surgery for removing cataracts or other tissue. 
Typically, such handpieces use some type of a vibrat- 
ing transducer of the magnetostrictive or piezoelectric 5 
type which converts electrical energy to mechanical 
vibration. 

Such types of ultrasonic handpieces are also ca- 
pable of supplying irrigation fluid to the operating site 
in which the transducer is to be used, and also to pro- 10 
duce suction for removing the material which has 
been emulsified by the ultrasonic transducer. It is also 
known that, in such ultrasonic transducers, the irriga- 
tion fluid and the suction are supplied through tubes 
associated with the transducer and partially or totally 15 
within the housing which houses the transducer. Usu- 
ally, in the case of a magnetostrictive type of trans- 
ducer, the tubes are laid along and outside the stack 
of laminations forming the vibrating structure or at 
least partially outside of the housing. It is desirable to 20 
reduce the overall size of the housing so that the 
transducer becomes easier for the user to hold and 
manipulate. 

It is also often desirable to increase the operating 
power output of such transducers. In magnetostrictive 25 
type transducers, this can be done by increasing the 
size of the lamination stack and/or the coil wire size 
to provide additional current. Neither approach offers 
desirable solutions since they increase the transduc- 
er size and/or its heat output. 30 

In addition, it is desired to improve the emulsrfi- 
cation action and to confine it more closely to or within 
the work site. 

The present invention is directed to an ultrasonic 
transducer of the magnetostrictive type which has a 35 
reduced size outer housing and increased power out- 
put without any increase in the size of either the lam- 
ination stack or the coil. In accordance with the inven- 
tion, the lamination stack is split into two parts with 
interleaved lamination layers. The infusion and sue- 40 
tion tubes are totally or partly located within the two 
parts of the stack. The fluid in the tube or tubes aids 
in cooling the stack and does not increase the overall 
size of the handpiece. 

In another aspect of the invention, it has been 45 
found that the irrigation fluid to be supplied to the op- 
eration site interacts with the vibrating structure to 
produce a cavitation effect, which reduces the trans- 
ducer power output. In accordance with the present 
invention, an elastic membrane covers the vibrating so 
structure and isolates it from the irrigation fluid. This 
permits the structure to vibrate more freely, with a 
consequential increase in the transducer power 
stroke. No increase of either the lamination stack size 
or coil current is needed. 55 

The invention also provides a handpiece with a 
tip having an enlarged hollow front end forming a cav- 
ity into which the material to be emulsified is drawn. 



A major part of the ultrasonic energy is radiated from 
an angled portion within the cavity and the material 
is emulsified there. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to provide an ultrasonic transducer of the magnetos- 
trictive type which has increased power. 

An additional object is to provide an ultrasonic 
transducer in which the lamination stack is cooled by 
suction liquid or irrigation liquid flowing in a tube 
which is within the stack. 

Still a further object is to provide an ultrasonic 
transducer in which a membrane is provided between 
the infusion fluid and the vibrating body which sup- 
plies power to vibrate the instrument tip to reduce the 
formation of air bubbles arising from cavitation and 
thereby to increase the power stroke of the tip. 

The present invention will become more apparent 
upon reference to the following specification and an- 
nexed drawings in which: 

Figures 1a and 1 b taken together show a longitu- 
dinal view of the ultrasonic handpiece of the pres- 
ent invention in axial cross-section; 
Figure 2 is a cross- sectional view of a portion of 
the handpiece looking along line 2-2 of Figure 1 a; 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the hand 
piece taken along line 3-3 of Figure 1b; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged axial cross-section of the 
end of the work tip of the handpiece shown in Fig- 
ure 1 , and 

Figure 5Aand 5b are views of an alternative form 

of sleeve for the handpiece tip. 

Referring to Figures 1a and 1b, which are to be 
joined together at lines a-a, and Figures 2-4, the ul- 
trasonic handpiece 10 includes an elongated, gener- 
ally-cylindrical, housing 12 of a suitable material, for 
example, TECHTRON plastics, having an annular re- 
cess 14 along part of its length. Wound around the 
housing, along the length of recess 14, is a coil 16 of 
wire. The wire can be either circular in cross section 
or else, if desired, flattened so that a larger current- 
carrying surface can be provided. The ends of the 
wire coil (not shown) are connected by any suitable 
means to a source of voltage of the proper magnitude. 

The recess 14 and coil 1 6 are covered by a sleeve 
18, also of a suitable plastics material, and there is an 
end cap 21 which closes the housing structure. 

In the central hollow 15 of the housing 12 is a 
stack of laminations 20. The laminations are elongat- 
ed and extend for a substantial portion of the length 
of the housing. The laminations are preferably of nick- 
el or other suitable material. As shown in Figure 2, the 
laminations in stack 20 are split into two groups 20a 
and 20b. The individual laminations of each of the 
groups 20a, 20b are bent into a general V-shape and 
are interleaved with each other while being kept in 
metallic contact The two groups of laminations 20a, 
20b are then placed adjacent to each other with the 
housing. 
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As seen in Figure 2, using the split lamination 
stack 20a, 20b provides an open central area or cavity 
22 through which a tube 26 extends. A second tube 
28 extends along the upper (as viewed) part of the 
stack and is enclosed only partly by the ends of the 5 
laminations. 

Tube 26 is a suction tube, i.e. its left-hand end (as 
viewed) is connected to a suitable suction source (not 
shown) which serves for the removal of material 
emulsified by the handpiece. Tube 28 is connected at 10 
the same end of the housing to a source of suitable 
liquid (not shown) and serves as an irrigation channel 
for liquid to be conveyed to the operating site. 

With the arrangement as shown, both of the 
tubes 26 and 28 are contained substantially within the is 
open central area of the split lamination stack rather 
than outside the stack, as in known handpieces. This 
permits the housing to have a reduced diameter, 
which is advantageous since it makes the handpiece 
easier to handle. It also serves to use the irrigation 20 
and suction liquids to cool the laminations to prevent 
them from overheating. 

The handpiece also has an elongated hollow tip 
40 which is vibrated and which performs the actual 
emulsif ication of the material at the operating site. Tip 25 
40 has an open end 41 which is somewhat enlarged 
in the shape of a scoop or cup relative to the remain- 
der of the tip length. The end plane of the tip can be 
oblique or normal to the tip axis. 

The tip 40 is provided with the vibratory energy 30 
produced by the lamination stack 20 through a tran- 
sition body 60, which is preferably of titanium. The 
transition body has a first section 62 which is adjacent 
the end of the lamination stack 20. The section 62 is 
coupled to the stack 20 through a collar 64 having in- 35 
ternal screw-threads which screw onto the end 65 of 
the transition body against a plate 67, of a corrosion- 
resistant alloy of nickel and copper, or similar material, 
to which the ends of the laminations of stack 20 are 
attached brazed or otherwise. By this arrangement, 40 
there is a secure mechanical coupling of the end of 
the lamination stack to the transition body 62, so that 
the vibratory energy produced by the stack, as it is ex- 
cited by the electrical current, is efficiently transmit- 
ted to the transition body 60. 45 

The plate 67 has openings 26-0 and 28-0 into 
which the ends of the tubes 26 and 28 are inserted 
and are attached thereto in a fluid-tight manner, for 
example, by welding or brazing, if the tubes 26, 28 are 
of metal. If the tubes are of plastics, a suitable adhe- so 
sive is used. 

The transition body 60 continues toward the tip 
40 with a central section 60-C, which is its largest di- 
ameter portion. The body tapers at 69 to a section of 
reduced diameter 70, from which extends an elongat- 55 
ed cylindrical end section 72 of further reduced diam- 
eter, to which tip 40 is attached. The free end of the 
end section 72 has internal screw-threads 73. The 



connection of the tip 40 to the transition body is by the 
inner end of the tip having an enlarged neck 42 with 
external screw-threads which engage with threads 
72 on end 72 of the transition body. In this manner, 
the vibratory energy produced by the lamination 
stack 20 is coupled through the transition body 60 to 
the end 41 of the tip 40. 

A passage 26P extends the length of the trans- 
ducer body to the tip end, and a passage 28P to the 
end of the transition body central section 70. 

The reduced-diameter portion 70 of the transition 
body has a flange 80 with external screw-threads 82. 
To this is coupled a metal shell 86, preferably of tita- 
nium, which surrounds the elongated end 72 of the 
transition body and has screw-threads 84 at one end 
which mate with the threads 82 on the transition body 
flange 80. An O-ring seal 87 is provided between the 
shell 86 and the transition body flange 80. The fluid 
which flows in the aspiration tube and passage 28, 
28P flows from the end of passage 28P into a recess 
88, from which it flows through passage 91 between 
the shell 86 and the outside of an elastomeric body 
90, which is described below. 

The body 90, preferably of silicone plastics, or 
other suitable elastomeric material, encircles the 
elongated section 72 of the transition body. The body 
90 has one end 92 of enlarged diameter which fits 
within a corresponding internal recess 89 of the metal 
shell 86. As the shell 86 is screwed on to the threads 
84 of flange 80, the body 90 is secured in place. The 
outer end 94 of the body 90 is tapered and thinned to 
extend over the junction between the transition sec- 
tion 72 and the tip 40, adjacent neck 42. 

The outer end of the shell 86 has internal screw- 
threads 89 into which the screw-threaded enlarged 
nose 102 of an elongated tip sleeve 104 is fastened. 
The tip sleeve 1 04, of POLYSULFONE or other suit- 
able plastics material, extends for a suitable portion 
of the length of the tip 40, terminating at its flared end 
41. As shown, the inner diameter of the sleeve 104 is 
only slightly larger than the outer diameter of the tip 
end 41. Thus, there is no large step between the tip 
and the sleeve, which would make it more difficult to 
see the exact placement of the end of the tip at the 
operating site. 

The purpose of the sleeve 104 is to provide a pas- 
sage and outlet for the irrigation liquid, which flows 
from the end of passage 28P, into the space between 
the shell 86 and the body 90, between the nose 102 
of the tip sleeve 1 04 and the tip body 40, and out of 
the end of the sleeve 104. Thus the irrigation liquid 
leaves the handpiece at the operating site. If desired, 
the sleeve 104 can have one or more openings on its 
periphery through which the liquid can escape. 

The body 90 performs an important function, in 
that it isolates the irrigation liquid from contact with 
the outer end 72 of transition body. If there were such 
contact there would be a cavitation effect in the irri- 
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gation fluid because of the vibration of the end por- 
tion 72. This would dissipate power and thereby re- 
duce the amount of power present at the tip end 41. 
By providing the body 90, the power stroke at the tip 
end 41 increases, without any change in the other 
structure of the handpiece, such as the lamination 
stack 20 on coil 16. 

Tube 26 applies suction to the tip 40 at its end 41 . 
This draws the material to be emulsified into the en- 
larged hollow end, which is essentially a cavity 44. 
The cavity inner wall radiates ultrasonic energy within 
the cavity, particularly from the internal corners 41a. 
Thus, the material within the cavity 44 at the tip end 
is emulsified. The outer rim of the tip end also radiates 
some energy outwardly but the amount is minor com- 
pared to that which is radiated within the cavity. Thus, 
most of the emulsif ication occurs within, rather than 
outside of, the tip. 

The emulsified material is conveyed back 
through the suction passage 46 and the total length 
of the passage 26-P and the tube 26 and outwardly 
of the handpiece to a collection chamber (not shown) 
which is remote from the instrument. 

The end of the handpiece housing 12 closest to 
the tip 40 has a shoulder 109 beyond the adjacent 
end of housing cover 18. The shoulder is threaded at 
110 and an end housing cover 116, which also can be 
of the same material as housing 12, is connected 
thereto. The housing end cover 116 extends for part 
of the length of the transition member about half way 
along the length of the reduced diameter portion 72. 
The other end of cover 116 has a tapered end 117 
which contacts the shell 86, permitting the person us- 
ing the handpiece to hold it by the cover 116 and shell 
86. 

The tip sleeve 104 is made of a relatively-hard 
plastics material, such as that sold under the trade 
mark POLYSUFONE. This has an advantage in that 
it does not absorb ultrasonic energy. In some cases 
it is preferred that a softer plastics be used. Figures 
5 and 5A showing another embodiment of the sleeve 
204 for securing the tip. Here the sleeve material 204 
is of a softer plastics, such as silicone rubber. It has 
several multistart internal helicoidal ribs 205 which 
run along its length. The inner ends of the ribs 205 en- 
gage the outer surface of the tip 40 but leave a space 
along which the irrigant liquid can flow. Since the en- 
tire inner surface of the sleeve 204 is not in contact 
with the tip and since the ribs 205 stiffen the sleeve 
along its length, the amount of energy that the sleeve 
absorbs is reduced compared with the sleeve 104. 

The present invention provides an ultrasonic 
handpiece of which the output power is increased 
without increase in size. The handpiece of the pres- 
ent invention can produce the same power as a hand- 
piece of larger size which does not split the lamination 
stack to accept the fluid tubes and/or which does not 
use the an elastomeric body to prevent cavitation. 



Further, better control of the emulsif ication and tis- 
sue removal is obtained by the shape of the tip end. 

While the preferred embodiment of the invention 
has been described with respect to using a magnetos- 
5 trictive transducer, it will also operate with other types 
of transducer, such as piezoelectric. 



Claims 

1 . A handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy at an 
object, comprising: 

a transducer (16,20) for converting electri- 
cal energy into vibrations at an ultrasonic fre- 
quency; 

a transition body (16) for transmitting the 
vibrational energy to a detachable tip member 
(40), the body having in it at least one passage 
(28P) for conveying an irrigation liquid to the tip 
member; 

a sleeve (90) of elastomeric material em- 
bracing the tip end (72) of the transition body 
(60), and 

an external shell (86) spaced outwardly of 
the sleeve to define therebetween a passage 
(91) in fluid communication with the irrigation 
passage (28P). 

2. A handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy at an 
object, comprising: 

a housing (12) for a plurality of elongated 
laminations (20); 

an electrical winding (16) encircling the 
housing to subject the laminations to an electro- 
magnetic field, the laminations being stacked in 
two groups (20a,20b), with each group being of 
substantially V-shaped cross-section, the apices 
of the two groups being spaced from each other 
to define between the two groups a longitudinal 
cavity (22) along which extends at least one con- 
duit (26) between both groups of laminations. 

3. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 2, including a 
second conduit (28) extending substantially in 

45 parallel with the first conduit (26). 

4. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 2 or 3, in which 
the housing is mechanically connected to a tran- 
sition body (60) adapted to function as a holder 

so for a detachable tip member (40), whereby elec- 

trically-induced vibrations of the laminations are 
able to be transmitted to a tip member when se- 
cured to the transition body. 

55 5. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 1 or 4, in which 
the tip member (40) is hollow, having its interior 
in fluid communication with one of the conduits 
(26) in the housing through a passage (26P) in 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



50 



4 



EP 0 541 249 A2 



8 



the transition body (60). 

6. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 5, in which the 
transition body has part (72) of its length em- 
braced by a sleeve (90) of elastomeric material, 
in which the transition body supports a shell (86) 
encircling the sleeve and forming with it a fluid- 
flow passage in communication with a conduit 
(28) in the housing through a passage (28P) in 
the transition body, whereby for part of its length 
the transition body is mechanically insulated from 
the said fluid-flow passage. 

7. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 1 or 6, in which 
one end of the sleeve (90) extends beyond the re- 
spective end of the transition body (60) and is 
adapted to be in fluid-tight contact with an outer 
surface of the tip member (40) when in position 
on the handpiece. 

8. A handpiece as claimed in any preceding claim, 
in which the other end of the transition body (60) 
is detachably connected to a housing (12) for the 
transducer, the housing including at least one 
conduit (26,28) for liquid, the or each conduit be- 
ing secured at one end to a support (67) able to 
be clamped to one end of the transition body, with 
the interior of the or each conduit in fluid commu- 
nication with a respective passage (28P,26P) in 
the transition body. 

9. A handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy at an 
object, comprising: 

a transducer (1 6,20) for converting electri- 
cal energy into vibrations at an ultrasonic fre- 
quency, and 

a transition body (60) for transmitting the 
vibrational energy to a tip member (40) terminat- 
ing at its outer end in a hollow recess (44) having 
two inner cylindrical walls of different diameter 
connected together by a frusta-conical transition 
wall, with the wall of larger diameter being outer- 
most and forming with the transition wall an an- 
nular bend with an included angle of less than 
180°. 
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a transducer (1 6,20) for converting electri- 
cal energy into vibrations at an ultrasonic fre- 
quency; 

a transition body (60) for transmitting the 
vibrational energy to a tip member (40), and 

an elongated sleeve (204) encircling a ma- 
jor portion of the length of the tip member, the in- 
ner surface of the sleeve being spaced radially 
from the outer surface of the tip member by 
means of inner projections (205) from the sleeve. 

1 3. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 12, in which the 
projections take the form of elongated ribs form- 
ing at least one fluid-flow passage between the 
inner surface of the sleeve (204) and the outer 
surface of the tip body (40). 

14. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 13, in which the 
ribs (205) extend substantially helically of the 
axis of the sleeve. 
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10. A handpiece as claimed in Claim 9, in which the 
walls of the tip member outwardly of the recess 
(44) are of substantially-uniform radial thickness. 

1 1 . A handpiece as claimed in Claim 9 or 1 0, in which 
the recess (44) is elongated along the axis of the 
tip member to form a suction passage (46) in fluid 
communication with a conduit (26) extending 
through the body of the transducer. 

12. A handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy at an 
object, comprising: 
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Ultrasonic handpiece. 







© An ultrasonic handpiece incorporating a 
transducer of the mag netostri dive type in 
which a stack of laminations (20) is divided into 
two groups and at least one liquid supply tube 
(26) extends at least part way along the length 
of the lamination in the space (22) between the 
two groups. A further tube (28) supplies irri- 
gation liquid to the interior of the handpiece 
from which it passes through a sleeve (104) 
embracing the handpiece tip. An elastomeric 
sleeve (90) embraces part of handpiece body to 
prevent cavitation in the irrigation liquid and 
consequent loss of power. The end of the tip 
(40) is hollow and belled (44) to direct ultrasonic 
energy radiated from the internal wall of the 
hollow end at material against which the tip is 
placed. 
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3. Claims 9-11 



: Handpiece for directing, ultrasonic 
energy with a transition body having 
a passage, 

: Handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy 
with an electrical winding encircling a 
housing. 

: Handpiece for directing ultrasonic 

energy with a tip member terminating in 
a hollow recess. 



4. Claims 12-14 : Handpiece for directing ultrasonic energy 

with an elongated sleeve with projections 
on its inner surface. 
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